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from the sentiments and feeling, and is not seen to pre-
pare itself before it begins. No studied trick or start
can be predicted; no forced tremulation of the figure,
where the vacancy of the eye declares the absence of passion,
can be seen 5 no laborious strainings at false climax, in
which the tired voice reiterates one high tone beyond which
it cannot reach, is ever heard; no artificial heaving of the
breasts, so disgusting when the affectation is perceptible j
none of those arts by which the actress is seen, and not the
character, can be found in Mrs. Siddons. So natural are
her gradations and transitions, so classical and correct her
speech and deportment, and so intensely interesting her
voice, form, and features, that there is no conveying an idea
of the pleasure she communicates by words. She must be
seen to be known. What is still more delightful, she is an
original ; she copies no one, living or dead, but acts from
Nature and herself.'

More than forty years had elapsed since the above general
character of the actress was written -9 but after the utmost
attention, and a long experience of her genius, becoming
grander in its energies as Shakespeare called them forth, I
consider the preceding to be a just portrait of her upon her
return to that stage in 1782, which six years before had
relinquished her assistance, and had seen nothing that
approached the established merits of Mrs. Yates and Miss
Younge. A respect for the discernment of eminent men
may tempt one to the opinion that her excellencies had
expanded greatly in the interval; but it should steadily be
kept in view that Henderson had either prophetically
pierced the veil of time, or she was very early indeed the
prodigy that she was subsequently allowed to have become.

Let us, however, avoid decision upon this question, and
examine what she displayed in 1782 as the representative
of Southern's enchanting Isabella. Time had bestowed the
tender dignity of the mother upon her beauty. As she
came upon the stage with her son, followed by Villeroy,
though desirous to avoid his suit, her step was considerate,